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DIVERSITY JURISDICTION BASIC PROVISIONS 

CIVIL PROCEDURE 

U.S. CONSTITUTION 

U.S. CONST. art. III, § 1 

 

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such 

inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of 

the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at 

stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during 

their Continuance in Office. 

U.S. CONST. art. III, § 2 

 

[1] The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this 

Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under 

their Authority;—to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;—to 

all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to which the United States 

shall be a Party;—to Controversies between two or more States;—between a State and Citizens 

of another State;—between Citizens of different States;—between Citizens of the same State 

claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and 

foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. 

 

[2] In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a 

State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases 

before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, 

with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make. 

 

[clause 3 omitted] 
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TITLE 28 (JUDICIAL CODE) 

§ 1332.  Diversity of citizenship; amount in controversy; costs 

 

(a) The district courts shall have original jurisdiction of all civil actions where the matter in 

controversy exceeds the sum or value of $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs, and is 

between— 

    (1) citizens of different States; 

    (2) citizens of a State and citizens or subjects of a foreign state, except that the district courts 

shall not have original jurisdiction under this subsection of an action between citizens of a State 

and citizens or subjects of a foreign state who are lawfully admitted for permanent residence in 

the United States and are domiciled in the same State; 

    (3) citizens of different States and in which citizens or subjects of a foreign state are additional 

parties; and 

    (4) a foreign state, defined in section 1603(a) of this title, as plaintiff and citizens of a State or 

of different States. 

 

(b) Except when express provision therefor is otherwise made in a statute of the United States, 

where the plaintiff who files the case originally in the Federal courts is finally adjudged to be 

entitled to recover less than the sum or value of $75,000, computed without regard to any setoff 

or counterclaim to which the defendant may be adjudged to be entitled, and exclusive of interest 

and costs, the district court may deny costs to the plaintiff and, in addition, may impose costs on 

the plaintiff. 

 

(c) For the purposes of this section and section 1441 of this title— 

    (1) a corporation shall be deemed to be a citizen of every State and foreign state by which it 

has been incorporated and of the State or foreign state where it has its principal place of business, 

except that in any direct action against the insurer of a policy or contract of liability insurance, 

whether incorporated or unincorporated, to which action the insured is not joined as a party-

defendant, such insurer shall be deemed a citizen of— 

(A) every State and foreign state of which the insured is a citizen; 

(B) every State and foreign state by which the insurer has been incorporated; and 

(C) the State or foreign state where the insurer has its principal place of business; and 

    (2) the legal representative of the estate of a decedent shall be deemed to be a citizen only of 

the same State as the decedent, and the legal representative of an infant or incompetent shall be 

deemed to be a citizen only of the same State as the infant or incompetent. 

 

. . . . 

 

(e) The word “States”, as used in this section, includes the Territories, the District of Columbia, 

and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

 


