Civil Procedure I -- Professor Nathenson

MINIMUM CONTACTS CHARTS/TABLES

The following table & chart are relevant to a minimum contacts/purposeful availment analysis for actions in state court or in federal court under FRCP 4(k)(1)(A).  Keep in mind that when doing an International Shoe analysis, you’ll still have to consider reasonableness (as well as the relevant state long-arm statute).  Also keep in mind that the contacts must include purposeful availment by D (i.e., the contacts must show intentional conduct on the part of D to reach out to the forum state and not unilateral conduct of the plaintiff).  Finally, remember that there are other bases to find personal jurisdiction besides International Shoe (such as domicile, consent, and according to Justice Scalia, transient physical presence; there are also bases in FRCP 4(k) that we have discussed such as “bulge” jurisdiction, interpleader, and nationwide PJ under 4(k)(2)).
Here’s a chart based partially on my own materials and partially on materials from Richard D. Freer, Introduction to Civil Procedure 72 (Aspen Pub. 2006).  This chart requires you to look at 1) the nature & quality of the contacts; and 2) the relation of the claim to the contacts.  
	
	Contacts single, isolated, occasional, or casual 


	Contacts systematic & continuous



	Specific jurisdiction (claim arises out of or relates to contacts)

	MAYBE: Specific Jurisdiction might or might not exist.


	EASY: Specific Jurisdiction does exist.


	General jurisdiction (claim unrelated to contacts)

	EASY: NO General Jurisdiction

	MAYBE: PJ might or might not exist.




Here’s my take on a chart from Glannon.  See Joseph W. Glannon, Civil Procedure: Examples & Explanations 7 (Aspen Pub. 2006).  Compare this chart with the table above to see how they say the same thing in different ways.
	Range of contacts

None               Single, isolated, occasional, or casual 
Continuous & systematic
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